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Your kindness is needed now more than ever.

Each year, thousands of homeless people in the UK 
spend Christmas on the streets, cold, hungry and 
lonely without a family to go to.  For millions of people 
nationwide, winter marks the end of another year 
struggling through the ongoing housing emergency. 
Rents continue to soar. Too few homes are being built. 
More people than ever, including families and children, 
are stuck in unsafe or temporary accommodation, 
forced to make choices that leave them in poverty. 
Instead of looking forward to hot meals, warmth and 
time with loved ones, many people face insecurity.

When kindness  
is shared, it grows

Social Bite needs your help to create a movement of 
kindness to spread festive goodwill to people who are 
homeless and vulnerable this Christmas.

Since 2020, over 1.4 million Christmas 
meals, food packs, gifts, and essential 
items have been distributed through 
Festival of Kindness to people affected by 
homelessness and food poverty.
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We are on a mission to provide 300,000 meals, 
gifts, and essential items to people who are 
homeless and vulnerable this winter.  As well as 
this, with your help, we are helping to provide 
accommodation to people sleeping rough and 
energy support during this cost-of-living crisis.
In whatever way you can, we are inviting you to 
join us to share some much-needed kindness 
this Christmas.

Festival of 
Kindness

In this pack, we’ve outlined all the ways  you can 
help, including making a donation, volunteering, 
or bringing a gift to one of our Trees of Kindness.

https://vimeo.com/1125855004/87506a55e7?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1125855004/87506a55e7?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/1125855004/87506a55e7?share=copy


Christmas Kindness in action
By taking part in the Festival of Kindness, this is what you will be making possible:

Christmas Dinners 
and Food Provision
On Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, Social 
Bite will be opening up our coffee shops and 
other venues to provide a warm Christmas 
dinner and some loving company for those 
who need it. Our staff always give up their 
Christmas day every year to ensure that 
homeless and vulnerable people have 
some delicious food to eat and some 
festive company. This year we will also be 
distributing food packs and hot meals to 
tens of thousands of people in food poverty 
through a network of charity partners all 
over the UK.

Gifts and  
Essential Items
We will be working with a network of 
charities and community groups to 
distribute tens of thousands of Christmas 
gifts and essential items. These will range 
from children’s toys for families in poverty 
to warm clothes for homeless people to 
mobile phones and lap-tops to get people 
connected. In the following pages you will 
see a detailed “Gift Wishlist” that you can 
donate financially towards, or buy the gift 
yourself and place it under the Christmas 
trees we are installing in city centres. Our 
team will then organise distribution all over 
the country in time for Christmas.

Emergency Shelter 
and Support
This winter we are teaming up with charity 
partners in all five cities to help fund 
emergency shelter and support for people 
sleeping rough. In partnership with local 
and national government we are supporting 
an effort to provide accommodation so 
that people sleeping rough can have 
warm shelter over the winter period in a 
hotel room where social distancing can be 
maintained. Your donations will help us fund 
dedicated support to help them find their 
feet and secure follow on accommodation. 



could buy a homeless person a 
Christmas dinner or emergency 
winter food pack.

£28 could but a Christmas of Kindness, 
providing someone with a hot 
Christmas dinner, a Christmas gift, a 
pack of essential items and a bed for 
the night.

How your donation can help Your  donation could  
buy...

could buy a selection of children’s toys 
and winter clothes

could buy ten winter essentials kits

could buy laptops for two homeless 
people moving into a new flat 

Basic furniture for one of the houses at 
one of the new Social Bite Villages

250 supermarket vouchers for families 
living in temporary accommodation

could help provide accommodation 
and support for 175 people for one month 
over winter

could buy a food pack for someone vulnerable 
or experiencing homelessness

could buy five pairs of gloves

could buy emergency accommodation for the 
night

could buy kitchen essentials for a house at 
one of the new Social Bite Villages

£5

£10

£21

£50

£100

£250 

£500

£1,000

£5,000

£10,000

Donations will also be used to develop longer term programs providing homes, jobs, and 
food to break the cycle of homelessness throughout the year

£5
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Bring a gift to the 
Tree of Kindness

You can donate a present to someone who is 
homeless or vulnerable and place it under the 
tree along with a personal message of kindness.
Donated items will be placed in weather-proof perspex 
boxes and collected each evening for transportation to a 
secure location nearby. We will work with our network of local 
charity partners to distribute the gifts to homeless people, 
families, and children in poverty in the community.

You can find our spectacular 
Trees of Kindness in:
Edinburgh (St Andrew Square)

Glasgow (Vinicombe St)

Aberdeen (Bon Accord Centre)

Birmingham (New Street 
Station outside All Bar One)

London (outside Charing  
	      Cross Station)

Don’t
x Give alcohol 

Provide home-baking

Drop off the goods outside 
of advertised opening times 
for the trees

Give second hand goods

Bring wrapped gifts. 
For safety reasons and to help us ensure the 
gift gets to the right person, we ask that the 
gifts you donate should not be wrapped. We 
will make sure they are wrapped ahead of 
being gifted to the recipient though.

x
x x
x

Gift wishlist
The following items have been identified by people 
experiencing homelessness and support staff as 
the gifts that will have the biggest impact:

•	 Warm Gloves & Hats 
(Children/Adults)

•	 Warm Clothes 
(Children/Adults)

•	 Winter Jackets & 
Raincoats (Children/
Adults)

•	 Walking Boots/
Trainers

•	 Children’s Toys

•	 Family Board Games

•	 Arts & Crafts Sets

•	 Beauty & Grooming 
Products

•	 Toiletry Gift Sets 

•	 Hot Water Bottles

•	 Thermos Flasks

•	 Sleeping Bags 

•	 Blankets

•	 Torches

•	 Power Banks

•	 Mobile Phone Top 
ups & Sim Cards

•	 Earphones

•	 Supermarket 
Vouchers



Here’s how your business 
can get involved:

Get Fundraising 
Organise your own festive fundraising - get 
in the Christmas spirit and make a life-
changing impact with your donations! From 
bake sales with festive treats to collections 
at your local carol concert, Christmas-
themed pub quizzes to running 5k every day 
of advent, you can choose anything you like 
for your fundraising. When £5 could provide 
a hot meal for someone this winter, have 
a think about what you can do with family, 
friends or colleagues to make a difference!

Collect gifts and items
Why not get your local school or businesses 
involved with the Festival of Kindness this 
year? Collect gifts at your school, work 
place or community centre and drop them 
off at the Tree of Kindness.

Volunteering
The Festival of Kindness isn’t possible without 
amazing volunteers. As a volunteer at the 
Trees of Kindness, you will be providing a 
warm smile and welcoming presence at our 
Trees of Kindness for supporters. 

We need volunteers to help bring the 
Festival to life. Check out the volunteering 
page on our website for the ways you can 
get involved.

https://www.social-bite.co.uk/volunteer-this-christmas/
https://www.social-bite.co.uk/volunteer-this-christmas/


 
Social Bite’s Big 

Christmas Quiz
Fingers on buzzers! 
Bring friends and family together to 
take part in a fun Christmas quiz in 
aid of Social Bite and the mission to 
end homelessness.

What do I need to do?

1.	 Click here to download our Big Social Bite 
Christmas Quiz, with a full set of Christmas 
themed questions and answer sheets

2.	 Set a date and a time for when you’re holding 
your quiz either as individuals or in teams

3.	 Set up a JustGiving page and ask teams to 
donate £5 per person to enter. Each £5 donation 
could help Social Bite provide one Christmas 
Dinner for someone who is experiencing 
homelessness

Hold a ‘Festive 
Big Social Bite’
Get Together, Share Food,  
Pay it Forward this 
Christmas!

Get together with friends or a local group you’re 
part of this winter to share some great food with 
an important difference.

Whether it’s a Christmas Party, a festive bake sale, 
or sharing a lovely lunch to celebrate the end of 
the year, a Festive Big Social Bite gives you an 
opportunity  to ask guests to ‘Pay it Forward’ by 
making a donation to Social Bite. 

A great way to bring people together to share some 
time and food together at Christmas and support 
Social Bite.

What do I need to do?

1.	 Plan your Festive Big Social BIte. Pick a day and 
place for your event. This could be booking a 
location or inviting people to your home.

2.	 Set up your JustGiving page to start collecting 
donations. You can ask each guest to make a 
donation, as well as sharing the word with people 
who may be unable to attend but wish to make a 
donation to ensure someone who is experiencing 
homelessness can have a Christmas Dinner.

3.	 Find more resources here.

5km a day, for 24 days
Lace up the running shoes and take 
on the ultimate Advent Challenge by 
running 5km every day from the 1st 
December until the 24th December 
to raise funds for the mission to end 
homelessness.

Whether it’s taking on the challenge solo, or rallying 
colleagues., friends and family into a running club 
together, this is a fun and rewarding challenge to 
take on this festive period.

Add in a fun Christmassy twist to runs throughout 
the challenge by asking runners to don a Santa hat, 
reindeer antlers, or a Christmas Jumper for a run.

Completely free to enter. It only takes seconds to 
register as an individual or create a team entry to 
fundraise collectively.

What do I need to do?

1.	 Sign up for free yourself (there’s an option to 
make a team too!). Register here or Sign up 
here. 

2.	 Your fundraising page will be automatically 
created so you can start collecting sponsorship, 
connect your fitness app to track your runs, and 
add your photos.

3.	 Start clocking up your 5km!

Fundraising ideas

Looking for some Christmassy fundraising ideas?  We’ve got you covered with these fun ideas, 
ranging from a simple Christmas jumper day to festive bake offs and fitness challenges!

https://www.social-bite.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Big-Christmas-Quiz-2025.pdf
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/festivalofkindness25
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/festivalofkindness25
https://www.social-bite.co.uk/get-involved/fundraise/bigsocialbite/big-social-bite-resources/
https://fundraise.social-bite.co.uk/event/advent-challenge/home


More fundraising ideas

Buy someone 
homeless a 

Christmas dinner
‘Invite your friends, family and 

colleague to donate £5 to buy a 
Christmas dinner for someone 

experiencing homelessness.  We 
can help you set up a JustGiving 
page so you can see how many 
meals you’ve collectively made 

possible.

Christmas 
Jumper Day

Get in the festive spirit by 
wearing a Christmas Jumper for 
a day – Simply pick a day that 
people must show up in their 
festive jumpers, at school, at 

work or anywhere else!

Secret 
Santa

We know many of you run a 

Secret Santa at this time of year. 

Perhaps this year, encourage 

people to make a donation 

instead of buying a gift. Share 

with them that their gift has 

helped to provide someone in  a 

situation of homelessness with a 

Christmas meal this year. 

Top Tip
Ask for a donation 

of £2 for each 
person to take 

part

Christmas 
Baking

Whether you’re heading in to the 
office, have a Christmas event at 
your local school or a club you’re 
part of, or organising something 
in your neighbourhood, get your 
Christmas bake on! It could be 

a live taste test or an online best 
decorated bake competition. £2 
entry fee and a prize for the best 

festive bake.

Top Tip
Assign your 

own bake-off 
panel!



Setting up a  
Fundraising Page

One of the easiest ways to fundraise is online.

The first donation to your page always 
influences how others will donate. Why not 
make the first donation yourself to show 
others your dedication to your efforts.

Don’t forget to say thank you. Each time 
you receive a donation to your page send 
a message of thanks. Others will be more 
likely to share your page too!

Social Bite Fund (known as Social Bite) is a registered SCIO, SC045232, regulated by the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)

Step 1

Go to Social Bite’s Festival of 
Kindness Campaign page.

Step 2

On the right of the page 
click on the button ‘Start 
Fundraising’.

Step 3

Choose a member 
of staff to set up a 
fundraising page on 
behalf of the company.

Step 4

Set your fundraising 
target and upload  
your images.

Step 5

Name your page and let 
everyone know why you are 
fundraising for Social Bite.

Name Page Name

Description

Target

Password

Sarah Richards Sarah’s Fundraiser

I’m raising funds to...

 £ 5,000.00

Next Next Submit

************* Choose Images

Start Fundraising

Click here to go to the page

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/festivalofkindness25
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/festivalofkindness25


Thank you
Thank you for being part of this movement of 
kindness. Your support will be helping thousands of 
people who are homeless  
and living in poverty.

We would love to hear your Festival of Kindness 
plans and we are here to support you with anything 
you might need.

Find out more information and download photos, 
resources and more on our website here.

Social Bite Fund (known as Social Bite) is a registered SCIO, SC045232, regulated by the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)

Follow us on socials and remember to tag us  
in all of your #FestivalOfKindness activities!

Facebook-square @socialbitebusiness    INSTAGRAM@social_bite      @SocialBite_      

Get in touch if you have any questions:  
community@social-bite.co.uk

https://www.social-bite.co.uk/festival-of-kindness/christmas-fundraise/festival-of-kindness-fundraiser/
https://www.facebook.com/socialbitebusiness
https://www.instagram.com/social_bite/
http://linkedin.com/company/socialbite-/
mailto:partnerships%40social-bite.co.uk?subject=

